Issue 97 November 2018

Welcome to our 97th edition of the newsletter. Included in this months newsletter are articles on
mycotoxins, finances for the future, earthworms in your soil, cow signals, commodities updates
and our dairy show stand.
Your feedback and comments are most welcome. If clarification is required, please contact the
article contributor or for more articles and news visit www.fcgagric.com.
Edited by Gerard Finnan of David Bardgett Ltd and The Farm Consultancy Group Tel:
07976 426420.

With this exceptionally warm and wet weather we’ve been having so far this
autumn, bar the odd frost, be on the lookout and aware of the dangers of mycotoxins, i.e. moulds, on your forages or moist feeds, as few this year can
afford to lose any feed to spoilage.
On a farm last week, milk production was down 2 litres/day/cow. The maize
clamp initially appeared to show little or no problem but on closer inspection,
having removed the front inch by finger, the forage was full of moulds which
were affecting production. A binder was immediately ordered for inclusion into the diet and an immediate
lift in production was seen for a small cost.
There is always going to be limited spoilage/mould on a silage face no matter how good your clamp management, just usually you can’t see it. However, where milk production falls, lameness or SCC increases
(the three most common symptoms) then a binder must be worth considering.
Other symptoms can include the cows being lethargic, or in the longer term it can affect fertility. It is usually
quicker, easier and cheaper to just add a binder to the mix to see if you get a response, than it is to spend
the time and money getting an expensive test done to see exactly what you have, by which point the damage can already be done.
For more information on mycotoxins and available binders, contact Andrew on 07717 442888 or
email andrew@davidbardgett.co.uk
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Many times, I have been asked to do short term finance for a long-lasting building. Do you
really think you can pay it back in five years or ten years? Would it be better over twenty
years or even twenty-five years? When that land comes up for sale that you always wanted
but you thought would never happen, will you easily be able to afford it?
Lots of farmers put the finance in place and try and pay it off quickly. Is that the best option?
Contact Ed on 07434 723443 or email edwarren@fcgagric.com , who can give an impartial view and source the finance appropriate to your individual situation through
our newly established finance brokering service.

A copy of this newsletter can be downloaded from our website @ www.davidbardgett.co.uk

November 2018

It is estimated that the humble earthworm and his friends, in favourable conditions, can move 40 tonnes of
soil per hectare per year! Fresh earthworm casts are 5 times richer in available nitrogen, 7 times richer in
available phosphates and 11 times richer in available potash, than the surrounding upper 6 inches
(150 mm) of soil. In conditions where there is plenty of available humus, the weight of casts produced may
be greater than 4.5 kg (10 lbs) per worm per year.
Due to the severe drought we have seen this year, earthworms have burrowed deep into the soil to find
moisture. Whilst on farm with one of our clients who had been digging a test pit to look at compaction,
commented that he had gone down a spade depth and was still seeing earth worm burrows carrying on
deeper into the soil. It is important therefore to create the right conditions to encourage worms back to the
top soil where they do their best work and have most benefit on the crop in the ground.
Where land has been in the arable rotation, especially maize, compaction can be an issue and while worms
can reduce this greatly, they need a helping hand. With the dry summer, heavy soils have naturally
cracked which is the cheapest source of subsoiling. However, on lighter soils we are seeing significant
compaction in the top soil.
So how do you help the worms on your farm get cracking?
Get air into your soils; subsoil/flat lift any pan lines.

The photo above left, shows grassland one week after a subsoiling has passed through it. Though it looks
unsightly now, by spring it will have recovered and had a winter benefiting from improved drainage and air.
The photo above right was flat lifted the previous autumn, (photo taken end of March). The field was
grazed in early March. Note the distinct lines showing the increased grass growth where the legs of the
subsoiler have been.
The picture below shows an area of the same field that was not subsoiled. This shows a dense compact
soil with difficult worm and root conditions and less drainage.
The treated area shows increased worm activity, (young worms),
and new root growth after only one week. Drainage will also be
significantly improved.
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Rich fertile pastures will contain over 400 worms per m 2, whilst poorer consolidated soils support only 60
worms per m2. Trial work in New Zealand showed that pasture output could be improved by 30% by improving worm levels.
Alongside subsoiling and/or aeration, heavy soils that are “tight” can benefit from applications of Gypsum.
This helps to breakdown the bonds in the clay soils and open the soil up increasing both drainage and
worm activity.
Soil management including reducing compaction and reducing runoff is coming higher up the agenda for
both the RPA and Environmental Agency. Part of the future strategy for agriculture includes focusing on
reducing these issues to protect the valuable soil asset on farms. There is potential under the new environmental management schemes post Brexit for funding to be directed to initiatives that help reduce run off
and compaction. So, watch this space!
If you would like to discuss soil management further, please contact Phil (FACTS) on 07798 673665
or email pcooper@fcgagric.com

Just like you and I, cows display sidedness behaviour. You might have noticed by the way a cow prefers to lie on a particular side, or standing for milking on one side of a herringbone parlour, no matter what you try! Scientifically
this is referred to as laterality.
For a cow, the right-hand side of the brain handles fear and anxiety; while the
left-hand side processes positive emotions and longer-term memories.
This correlation between behaviour and emotional state led Australian researchers to conduct a study forcing cows to choose between their left & right sides. In the study, a person that was foreign to the cows,
stood in the middle of a 14-foot wide exit lane. As cows exited the parlour, they had to choose between
walking to the left or right of the person.
The indication is that if a cow passed the novel person on the right side, viewing them with their left eye,
which is connected to the right brain, that indicated that the cow was more susceptible to stress and anxiety
based on known biology. Those cows were more likely to behave anxiously, raise or tuck their tails as they
passed, walk more slowly, and pass in a single file line without turning to look at the person. The researchers determined that this group of cows was also more likely to dung and be higher producing cows.
Cows that passed on the left appeared more comfortable passing in pairs rather than one at a time
and looking at the person as they passed. The researchers suggested that these behaviours have
been consistent and repeatable, but there are still
many questions to answer. What may be most
pressing is why high-producing cows would tend to
display more anxious behaviour?
Additionally, are some environmental stressors more
telling than others? Can this behaviour be monitored or managed to reduce stress?
Research and time may tell us if we should care if
our cows are “lefties” or not. There is much we need
to learn more about. Beware that your cows will
perform differently depending on how they are managed, just like humans!
Contact Andrew at andrew@davidbardgett.co.uk or on 07717 442888, on how you can improve your
cow management from the signals a cow exhibits.
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Currency - Sterling vs Dollar has weakened and strengthened, down 0.5 cent than a month ago. Sterling
vs Euro has been a similar trend but ended up 0.5 cent higher than a month ago. Oil has dropped $10/
barrel over the last month and this trend is forecast to continue over the next year. Brexit and the Chinese/
American trade war are the main market drivers.
The GDT price index has continued to fall slowly despite the droughts in Northern Europe and Australia,
while other parts of the world see an oversupply, i.e. North America.
Milk Powder - This has held firm this month but expect continued upward pressure.
Feed - All feed prices have eased approximately £10/t over the last month, except for barley which has decreased by approximately £5/t. Looking ahead cereals are expected to continue to fall with proteins holding
steady, based on current market information. For anyone short of forage we still have moist feeds
available for the winter, with prices set until March 2019.
Fertiliser - Today Nitram prices published are just under £300/t for January 2019. Urea is currently just
over £300/t on current supplies, but future shipments are expected to see a rise in price still. At current
prices urea is extremely good value. However, IF a Brexit deal is done and IF currency continues to firm,
we may see prices hold rather than continue to increase. These are some big IFs, but this is the first time
anyone has given me this possibility rather than just continuing to predict an increase in price.
My advice must still be if you still haven’t taken any cover yet then take some now. Maybe not all your
spring requirements, but at least some, rather than the mad spring rush.
If you want to spread the payment etc., please call Andrew on 07717 442888 or email andrew@davidbardgett.co.uk and he can arrange a deferred payment structure to aid cash flow.

FCG Sherborne Office:
Tel/Fax: 01935 850093
Email:
midwest@fcgagric.com
4 Trent Court
Trent, Sherborne
Dorset, DT9 4SL

FCG had a very busy and successful day at the Dairy Show in Shepton
Mallet on 3rd October 2018. It is the first time that FCG have had a
stand at the show and hopefully there will be many more. We met lots
of our existing customers as well as potentially new customers.
In this time of political and financial uncertainty, there were lots of discussions around forage shortages and Brexit.
If you wish to have a confidential, informal discussion about your
future farming plans contact Gerard on 07976 426420 or email
gerardfinnan@fcgagric.com
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Disclaimer: Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, no liability can be accepted for any omission or inaccuracy of fact
or opinion. These comments are for general guidance only. For specific recommendations consult the signposted consultant.
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