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RDPE Funding 
The latest round of funding for farms and rural 

businesses has been updated and  the Farm 

Productivity applications are now open 

The Farm Consultancy Group cover large 

areas of Somerset, Dorset, Devon and Wilt-

shire and are able to provide support and 

expertise in applying for EU funding for 

farms and rural enterprises.  
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Below is a brief outline of the types of funding available and

final closing dates for applications.

Under the RDPE Countryside Productivity Scheme
funding can be claimed under 1 of 4 categories of rural business

activities

 water resource management and reservoirs
Who can apply: arable and horticultural businesses growing, or 
intending to grow, irrigated crops Closing date 3 April 2018

 improving forestry productivity
Who can apply: Private forest holders managing at least 10 ha of forest 
and micro, small, or medium-sized forestry contractor businesses

Closing date 3 April 2018

 adding value to Agri-food
Who can apply: processors of primary agricultural or horticultural 
products. This includes food and drink businesses and farmers 
including livestock, dairy, arable and horticultural sectors (in rural
or urban areas.) Closing Date 29 June 2018

 improving farm productivity
Who can apply: Farmers (including livestock, dairy, arable and 
horticultural sectors) Closing date 3 December 2018

The grants are for a minimum of £35,000. Grants can cover up to 40% of the 
eligible costs of a project. If the minimum grant is £35,000, the minimum total

eligible cost of a project would therefore be £87,500.

 LEADER Funding is still available

For smaller projects such as cattle crushes, fertilizer or slurry applicators, one 
pass drills, GPS tracking, cow mattresses, milk vending machines etc.  Where
the grant minimum is £5000 for up to 40% of the eligible cost of the project.

The application closing dates are every 2 months until funding runs out.

All  funding must be agreed with RPA before any item is

ordered or purchased. 



RDPE Funding 
THESE ARE EXAMPLES OF THE TYPES OF  

PROJECTS THE RDPE ARE LOOKING TO FUND  
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The

FARM

CONSULTANCY

Group

The Sherborne office of The 
Farm Consultancy Group  

covers Dorset, Somerset, 
West Wilts and East Devon.

The Sherborne office pro- 
vides a range of business 
services and help to rural

businesses, including tech- 
nical dairy advice, soil and

nutrient management advice,

business appraisals, busi-

  ness planning (budgeting

  and cashflows), BPS and

grant funding,  farm secretar-

ial services, liaising with 
banks, accountants and oth- 
er third parties and specialist

discussion groups.

The team consists of

  experienced farm 
consultants, rural business

administrators and farm 
secretaries and financial

advisors.

 

 

 

Each project needs 

to fit one or more of 

the criteria  listed - 

the more criteria it 

can fulfil, the more 

likely the funding 

will be approved. 




