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Welcome to our 77th edition of the newsletter. Included in this months newsletter are arti-
cles on BPS applications for 2017, commodities updates, maize seed, bespoke minerals, 
farm area measurements, spring grazing plans, slurry use and first aid courses. 
Your feedback and comments are most welcome. If clarification is required, please contact 
the article contributor or for more articles and news visit www.fcgagric.com.  
 
Edited by Gerard Finnan of David Bardgett Ltd and The Farm Consultancy Group Tel: 
07976 426420. 

 

 
EFA fallow land in 2017: If you intend to declare EFA fallow land during the 2017 scheme 
year, please remember that the fallow period is from 1 January until 30 June (inclusive). This 
is different to the fallow land entered under the crop diversification requirements.  
 
Implications for 2017: The EFA cover crop options in the 2016 scheme year require cover 
crops to be established by 1

st
 October 2016, and retained until 15

th
 January 2017. You can 

however, claim the same land as EFA fallow land from 1
st
 January 2017 as it applies to a 

different scheme year. 
 
With the application window opening earlier this year, it is worth logging into your RPA 
online account to check all your land and any changes that have been made since last 
year’s application was made.  
 
For further advice or help with your 2017 Basic Payment Scheme application, please 
contact Sophie at sophiecligg@fcgagric.com or on 07496 587011. 

Although you may only just have received your 2016 BPS payment, the 2017 application window is now 
open along with the release of the 2017 scheme rules. There are no significant changes to the 2017 
scheme year rules. It is however, always worth reminding yourself of the greening rules (where applicable), 
as follows: 
 
Crop diversification: If your application includes over 10ha of arable 
land, then you must meet the greening crop diversification rules. 
These rules require you to grow (a minimum of) either two or three 
crops, depending on the amount of arable land that you have. Given 
the arable farming cycle, farmers should plan ahead with their crop 
diversification requirements to ensure compliance with the greening 
rules for 2017.  
 
Ecological Focus Areas (EFA): If your farm includes more than 
15ha of arable land, then it is likely that you will be required to dedi-
cate at least 5% of that arable land as EFA’s.  
 
Exceptions: There are some exceptions to the crop diversification and EFA rules, for example if you are 
organic or over 75% of the land is permanent grassland. 

http://www.fcgagric.com
mailto:sophiecligg@fcgagric.com
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As I write this, not much has really changed with there being continued volatility in the markets, particularly cur-
rency and this will continue for the time being as we edge closer and closer to the implementation of Article 50.  
Then there is still the question of Mr. Trump.  I think most people now are just ignoring him and getting on with 
life but depending on what you read, some already say there is a case to impeach him and if that happens that 
will certainly add to the uncertainty. 
 
Milk Powder prices remain static for third month. 
 
Feed - Overall this month prices have varied with soya creeping up again, but other prices maintaining and so we 
are now at the following levels; Soya £331/t, Rape £198/t and Wheat £150/t.  Looking ahead to next winter soya 
is higher again, about another £10/t but rape is down about £20/t and wheat down about £10/t. 
Despite there being dips in the price of soya in Chicago, a weakening pound has negated these losses and add-
ed to the volatility in the market. 
 
Fertiliser 
Just like feed, currency volatility has been affecting fertiliser price.  While there was a small dip in price during the 
last month, currency has negated any of this recently. 
With us about to hit silly season for fertilizer, make sure you get any outstanding orders in as quickly as possible. 
 
For up to date prices on your farming inputs, give Andrew Jones a call on  07717 442888. 

Bespoke mineral supplementation process includes; 

 A farm visit is arranged 

 Forage samples are taken for both nutritional and mineral analysis 

 If you are using borehole, spring or river water then a sample will also be taken for mineral analysis  

 Present feed plan details are required 

 Health, fertility and any issues or concerns are discussed 

Once all the relevant information is collected a review of the background mineralisation is conducted and a pro-
posal formulated.  This proposal provides an improved mineral fit as it is based on your own situation.  We rec-
ommend that a review is conducted when feed plans are changed or new forage crops are introduced. 
 
Benefits of tailoring mineral supplementation 
Correct mineral supplementation can improve many areas including: production, fertility, lameness, immune func-
tion, signs of heat, calf thriftiness etc.  Unfortunately, mineralisation is sometimes overlooked or not fully under-
stood, so why not use the experts to create an effective mineral supplement proposal for your herd.  In these 
times of tight cashflow, it has never been more important to get the best from your cows, reduce costly issues 
and receive effective results from monies spent.  The process of reviewing individual mineral requirements is 
beneficial in reducing unnecessary or over-supplementation and ensures that money is spent in the right areas. 
 
Even if you are currently feeding a bespoke mineral when did you last review it?    
 
To organise a review of your mineral program, please call Andrew Jones on 07717 442888. 

As we come into March it is starting to get to the time of year to start thinking about your maize seed if you 
have not already done so.  With David Bardgett having a multitude of suppliers, including a couple of new 
ones for this year, we will be able to supply your needs, whatever they are. 
 
So, if you are looking for something specific give us a call, let us find what you are 
looking for and then provide you with a quote.  Also remember we have a range of 
grass seeds available to suit your needs at very competitive prices with fast deliv-
ery. 
 
Contact Andrew Jones on 07717 442888 for a personal quote. 
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The mild weather so far in 2017 has resulted in extra grass grown on farms. There is an opportunity to get 
cows to utilise this free quality feed. This will ensure good quality regrowth for April.  It doesn’t matter what 
livestock system, you can still get cows and some youngstock out for grazing now. 
 
Whilst the various grazing programs have a spring planner to work out how much ground you should graze 
each day to ensure you have sufficient grass to get through to magic day in April, this doesn’t work particu-
larly well for autumn calving herds and all year round calving herds.  With a spring calving herd at the start 
of grazing cow numbers are low, so demand is low and small areas can be grazed easily.  With other calv-
ing systems all the cows are likely to go out together, so a larger area can be required to avoid poaching 
and ensure a reasonable quantity of grass is included in the diet. 
 
If you are in this situation, planning how much to graze is relatively easy.  All you 
need to know is the date of turnout, date of magic day, (normally around 10

th
 April), 

and area to graze.  For example, turnout 1
st
 March, magic day 10

th
 April, therefore 

days available equals 41.  If you have 100 acres this means you can graze 2.5 
acres per day.  The amount of dry matter available from grazing will depend on 
what you measure in an individual field, but will likely be between 5 and 7 kgsDM/
day per cow (50% of their forage). 
 
Those that are grazing cattle now are saying that the grass grazed is growing faster 
than the ungrazed areas. This is all free feed and every day a cow is out grazing 
in spring it is worth on average an extra £350 per day for a 150 Cow herd in 
costs savings and increased animal performance. 
 
 
If you want assistance to plan how you could be getting this increased profit without losing output, 
contact Phil on 07798 673665.   

Have you been overpaying your contractor by overestimating field areas used?  It’s even more important in 
terms of working out stocking rates, input use etc.  Have you been over using inputs on what you thought 
was a larger area? 
 
Now there is a very accurate way of measuring each field and mapping on a free web based website called 
Google My Map without leaving the office.  If you already have a gmail account you will be registered to 
access immediately.  Otherwise you will need to set up one.  It will automatically save on the web and you 
can access where you left off the previous time on any device anywhere.  This may also be very opportune 
timing as, at this time of year you start measuring field splits for BPS application purposes. This will do it 
very quickly and simply. Magic Maps can be used but this is easier and simpler to use in my opinion. 
 
This was shown to me by a fellow farmer who found it very easy to use.  He has overdrawn tracks on his 
farm map to see the best layout with the shortest distance of track required!  If it’s simple for him it should 
be simple for you. 

 
Other uses include calculating fencing materials accu-
rately, i.e. how far your cows walk, improving your input 
application accuracy unless you are already using the 
technology on your machinery. 
 
Some farmers have paid £1000s to do this previous-
ly.  If you want more information on this free web 
software, contact Gerard Finnan on 07976 426420. 
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Disclaimer: Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, no liability can be accepted for any omission or inaccuracy of fact 

or opinion. These comments are for general guidance only. For specific recommendations consult the signposted consultant. 

With fertiliser prices rising in excess of 40% compared to last year taking account of slurry applied to land is 
even more important to ensure that you do not use more purchased in-organic fertiliser than you need to. 
 
Slurry has the following nutrients available to the crop: 
 

 
*surface applied in kgs/m

3
  

 
To put this in to more practical terms if you applied 2500 gallons 
per acre of slurry it would put on the following nutrients that are 
available to the crop: 
  

 
*figures at kgs of nutrient per acre 
 
On this basis in a normal grazing plan applying 50 kgs / acre of 34.5%N fertiliser you would be able to half 
this rate if slurry was applied both in the spring and summer.  The potential saving on 100 acres equates to 
£575 per application of slurry, just for the Nitrogen, plus the benefits of P and K. 
 
To formulate a fertiliser plan for your farm for 2017 to ensure you maximise the use of nutrients 
from slurry, contact Phil Cooper who is FACTS qualified on 07798 673665.  

Time Available N Available P Available K 

Spring 0.91 0.6 2.9 

Summer 0.65 0.6 2.9 

Autumn 0.65 0.6 2.9 

Time N Supplied P Supplied K Supplied 

Spring 10 7 33 

Summer 7 7 33 

Autumn 7 7 33 

 
FCG Sherborne Office:  

 
Tel/Fax: 01935 850093 

Email:  
midwest@fcgagric.com 

 
4 Trent Court 

Trent, Sherborne 
Dorset, DT9 4SL 

 

In recent years there have been increasing numbers of acci-
dents and, unfortunately, deaths on farms reported in the me-
dia.  Farms can be extremely dangerous places to work, with 
unpredictable livestock and heavy machinery.   

An important question to ask yourself is whether you, or a member of 
your staff, would know what to do if the worst should happen?  Where are 
the first aid supplies kept?  Who is in charge of administering first aid?  
Have first aiders been trained formally? Depending on the size and na-
ture of your business, it is the law.  Unfortunately a lot of businesses don’t 
realise until after an accident.  
 
Be proactive.  The Red Cross runs a number of different first aid 
courses, and it is definitely something you should consider for at 
least one of your staff.  To find the most appropriate first aid course 
for your situation and the locations of these courses, go to the Brit-
ish Red Cross Website.  


