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Welcome to our 70th edition of the newsletter. Included in this months newsletter are arti-
cles on minerals, feed updates, utility bills, livestock rearing profit, dry cow management, 
grass reseeding, cover crops and environmental stewardship.   
Your feedback and comments are most welcome. If clarification is required, please contact 
the article contributor or for more articles and news visit www.fcgagric.com.  
 
Edited by Phil Cooper of David Bardgett Ltd and The Farm Consultancy Group Tel 
07798 673665. 

 

Do you know the legal mineral supply tolerances? Do you know the mineral status of your herd?  Or which animals are 
most likely to be deficient? Mineral Status is a spectrum, ranging from Deficiency to Toxicity, with Optimum being the 
ideal.  Young growing animals along with those freshly calved and high yielding are the animals in your herd which are 
most likely to be deficient. 
 
To assess the mineral status of your herd and their requirements take an 
overall look at the herds general health and behaviour.  The classic ex-
ample for general health is, “is the coat showing any discolouration?”  
For behaviour it is, “are they licking or drinking urine?”  If you think there 
is a problem, then first look at mineral availability across the farm.  What 
minerals are deficient or locked into your soil? 
 
Secondly what minerals are available through the forage available on the 
farm.  This can be done via taking a sample, just like taking a silage 
sample, but asking for a mineral analysis.  This can be for one specific 
mineral, or across a broad range of minerals.  We can arrange for this to 
be done independently for you.   
 
Then finally look at taking some blood and tissue samples from animals within the herd to determine what is actually 
happening. 
 

Once you have all this information then it can be determined if a general mineral product 
will be sufficient or if a bespoke mineral package is needed.  Sometimes bespoke can actu-
ally be cheaper because you are only targeting exactly what you need. 
Now to answer my initial question on legal tolerances. The Feeding Stuffs (England) Regu-
lations 2005 states that the vast majority of minerals have a legal tolerance of ±50% and 
those that aren’t, have a legal tolerance of ±30%. 
 
For something so important, and something so costly, your initial thought would be that 
surely these should be tighter, just like the ME on a feed is only ±10%.  I’m afraid these are  
the legal tolerances that mineral manufacturers can work within.  So are you sure that a 
cheap mineral is supplying exactly what it says on the package? 
 
We offer either general or bespoke mineral packages from a number of mineral manufac-
tures that produce a quality product that does what is says on the label.   
  
If you’d like a quote for your existing mineral package, text me a photo of the label to 
Andrew Jones on 07717 442888 and I will get back to you with a quote as soon as I 
can. 
 

http://www.fcgagric.com
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To be honest it is very difficult at the moment to predict or suggest a time to buy other than to be looking at 
the markets daily and make the decision to buy that day. 
Since the referendum, as mentioned last month, the pound weakened and this saw an increase in the price 
of all imports, with feed being one of them.  However, it hasn’t all been one way with real uncertainty in the 
market.  Recently we’ve seen prices as high as £375/t and as low as £325/t and bouncing anywhere in-
between from day to day. As of today prices are starting to increase again which is likely due to the cut in 
interest rates, hence the weakening of the pound. 
 

While soya will not be affected by the coming home harvest hopefully this might have an effect on the likes 
of rape and wheat etc. and so lower the price moving forward. 
Again the advice being given is to look carefully and take cover during any price falls over the coming 
weeks and months rather than looking to take all your cover on one day. 
 

Fertilizer Update 
As with the feed it is very difficult currently to give a definite update on fertilizer.  With the majority of our 
fertilizer imported it is again reliant on the strength of the pound to determine prices and again this has 
been volatile but hopefully is beginning to show some signs of stability. 
Availability of AN is still an issue, with prices and availability varying from day to day.  If you have any re-
quirement for AN for the rest of the season I suggest you think ahead and contact me for prices etc. be-
cause those with a supply seem to be suggesting at least ten days before delivery.  
Moving further forward the strength of the pound is what will have the biggest impact currently. 

 

For further information, please contact Andrew Jones on 07717 442888. 

 

Due to an existing relationship we have here at David Bardgett Ltd we are able to offer you the services of 
a utility broker to save you money on your utility bills. 
 

The broker only deals with business customers and currently offers their services to broker electricity, gas 
and telephone supplies. 
 

To make the change is easy, and the contract can be locked in up to six months in advance of the start 
date.  As part of the service the broker watches the energy markets daily and will fix the contract when they 
believe the best price has been obtained. 
 

All we would need from you is a finish date for your current contract, a signed letter of authorisation on 
headed business paper (we can email you the letter to print) to say that they are acting on your behalf and 
a copy of a recent bill for every meter that you wish them to investigate. 
 

Once they have this, they can provide a free audit to see if any savings can be made.  Each meter could 
even be with a different supplier if this works out cheapest! 
 

It’s that easy!  One dairy farmer saved over £3,000 on their electricity bill by using this service! 
 

As part of the service they will also continue to monitor and manage your bills to ensure there aren’t any 
errors, and they will deal with any conflict and error resolution. 
 

Did you know that in 2017 the water market is set to be deregulated just like your energy and telephone 
supply? So from next year they will also be offering this service on your water bills. 
 

Contact Andrew Jones on 07717 442888 for a quote.  
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More and more people are looking to calve cows outside to reduce costs and offer a more healthy environment 
for the calving cow.  There is however evidence now of increasing levels of environmental mastitis in cows being 
calved at grass due to them picking up E. Coli during the dry period. 
 
This would suggest that cleanliness of the calving paddocks needs to be given more careful consideration to 
avoid cows being infected in the subsequent lactation.  The stocking rate in the paddock and ensuring dry cows 
are rotated around fresh paddocks are key to ensure good udder health. 
 
Dry cow paddocks can be stocked at 7 cows per acre and the rotation should prevent cows being in a paddock 
for more than two weeks in a row and allow a four week break between grazing.  This will help to reduce the inci-
dence of environmental mastitis that shows itself in the following lactation. 
 
To discuss this and other grazing queries contact Phil Cooper on 07798 673665. 

A lot of livestock farmers think spending £600/Ha reseeding a grass field is a lot of money.  When the value of 
your produce has reduced by 30-50%, you question this cost even more. 
 

Research work in Ireland shows that this investment can be repaid in two years.  That’s a 50% return on invest-
ment.  On one of my client’s farms recently, we calculated that he was using 11T DM grass/Ha on the home farm 
versus grass keep which he was grazing, and cutting, where he was using 5.5T DM/Ha.  The grass keep was 
permanent pasture, with poorer quality silage and 50% of N-fertiliser applied. 
 

For every 1T DM/Ha extra used, it is worth £90-£140/Ha extra profit depending on the livestock system.  Even for 
the beef farmer this is worth £450/Ha extra profit, with the investment repaid within two years. 
 

Reseeded swards produce the extra grass in early and late season, saving 
housing costs and providing higher quality grazing and silage, resulting in 
more meat and milk from the same dry matter intake. 
 

Now is the time to set aside 5-10% of your grassland and invest in your farm-

ing future for a quick return! 

 

Contact Gerard Finnan on 07976 426420 to discuss your reseeding plans. 

The table covers all aspects of suckler beef, but two of the four crite-
ria cover any livestock rearing system including dairy youngstock. 
 

If you use more grass, you can carry more animals.  If you increase 
liveweight gain by 0.1kg/hd/day, you can finish an animal two-three 
months younger, freeing up space to carry another animal. 
 

The profit is in increasing output by using more high quality grass so 
that this should enable you to carry 1200kgs liveweight per Ha on 
average over a whole twelve months. 
 

The gain is £16-£30k pa extra profit for a 100 Ha beef farmer, whether it’s suckler or calf to store/finishing system that 
you have.  It will take a big uplift in sale prices to achieve the same result which is outside your control! 
Who says that there is no profit in Beef?    
 

Contact Gerard Finnan today on 07976 426420 to see how you can start achieving the above. 

Key Performance Indicator Extra 
Profit 

+ 1T DM grass used/Ha + £90/Ha 

+ 5% increased calving rate + £45/Ha 

Reduced heifer calving age 36→24 
mths 

+ £94/Ha 

+ 0.1kg LWG/day + £65/Ha 

Total + £295/Ha 
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Disclaimer: Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, no liability can be accepted for any omission or inaccuracy of fact or 

opinion. These comments are for general guidance only. For specific recommendations consult the signposted consultant. 

Recently the British Society of Plant Breeders (BSPB) sent out a notice to members to clarify the status of cover 
crops under the current farm-saved seed (FSS) rules. 
 
In particular, they wanted to ensure that farmers and growers were aware that the use of eligible varieties in cover 
crop mixtures are subject to the same seed regulations and FSS rules as harvested crops.  Interest in the use of 
cover crops has increased in response to CAP greening requirements, and the evidence that shows that using 
them in a rotation helps improve soil quality, reduce nutrient losses and help improve weed and disease manage-
ment. 
 
The BSPB indicate that they have had increasing queries regarding combinable crops, including peas, oats and 
barley in cover crop mixtures.  BSPB is advising farmers that seed regulations and farm-saved seed rules apply 
regardless of whether the crop is taken to harvest, and that when sowing a cover crop mixture that includes seed 
of Plant Variety Rights (PVR) protected varieties, growers must use either new seed purchased from a licensed 
seed merchant or farm-saved seed produced on their own farm.  Under the FSS rules, farmers cannot sell, bar-
ter, exchange or in any other way transfer farm-saved seed between 
holdings. 
  
In addition, the use of eligible varieties as farm-saved seed in cover 
crops must be declared to BSPB and FSS payment made according to 
the proportion of eligible varieties in the mixture and the area sown.  
A list of eligible varieties and payment rates by crop species is availa-
ble on the FSS section of the BSPB web-site at: http://
www.bspb.co.uk/farmsavedseed/combinable-crops-payment-
rates-and-eligible-varieties.php or farmers can contact the BSPB 
helpline on 01353 653209 for advice.  
 

Contact Andrew Jones on 07717 442888 for a competitive quote on all your Grass Seed and Cover Crop 

Seed requirements this autumn. 

With the deadline for the annual stewardship scheme application window finishing at the 30th September there is 
time to consider an application, even though you have come out of your five year scheme and hadn’t planned to 
apply.  
 

 Only land with options will need to be entered into the scheme. ELS/HLS was a whole farm scheme previous-

ly. Land on your farm outside the scheme is farmed under your management. 

 There is no set rate per hectare. For Environmental Stewardship each option has its own payment rate. The 

annual income is wholly dependent on the options you pick and doesn’t require a whole farm points target. 

 There is a large range of capital items to compliment field options. They include fencing, gates, walling, con-

creting, covering yards, tracks etc. and are 80%-100% grant funded. 

 
FCG Sherborne Office:  

 
Tel/Fax: 01935 850093 

Email:  
midwest@fcgagric.com 

 
4 Trent Court 

Trent, Sherborne 
Dorset, DT9 4SL 

 

 This could be the last opportunity to apply for the scheme, consider-

ing the Brexit implications. 

All applications must have a minimum annual pay-

ment of £1,000 (excluding capital items). There is 

no upper limit on the annual payments or the capi-

tal grants. The application is on a tender basis but 

all applicants last autumn were accepted due to 

the low take up of the scheme.   

 

Contact Sophie Cligg on 07496 587011 for 

more details. 

http://www.campaigndirectoremail.co.uk/t/r-l-gkiwkl-hjnldhrx-r/
http://www.campaigndirectoremail.co.uk/t/r-l-gkiwkl-hjnldhrx-r/
http://www.campaigndirectoremail.co.uk/t/r-l-gkiwkl-hjnldhrx-r/

